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Congratulations to Mrs. Burr, 
PHMS Teacher of the Year!
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     This year, Mrs. Erica Burr was named PHMS teacher of 
the year. She is the Instrumental Music teacher at PHMS.
     “I have been a teacher in Pine Hill Middle School for 17 
years. It has been my pleasure to be able to teach 
students the joy of music,” said Mrs. Burr. “One of the 
greatest moments for me is always when you see the light 
really click and the student now understands what they 
have been working for. Being honored by your peers, 
administration, and students is a fantastic feeling. To 
know they recognize my dedication and hard work is a 
great honor. From the bottom of my heart, thank you for 
the honor of being your Teacher of the Year.”

Mrs. Klemick (right)  presented Mrs. Burr (left) with a cake to celebrate Mrs. Burr’s achievement!



Q: Why did you choose to teach social studies?

A: I have always loved Social Studies because 
it focuses on different cultures, history, political 
science, and current events. I think all of these 
are such important topics!

Q: How many years have you taught? 

A: I have taught for 12 years.

Q: Why do you let students play silent ball?

A: If students work hard and completes an 
assignment early, I sometimes allow them to 
play a few minutes of silent ball. It is a reward 
that they have earned, and I want students to 
have fun as well as work hard in school.

Q: Why do you choose to give snacks to 
students?

A: Thank you for the question. I give students 
snacks because I think it's very important to 
recognize students who work hard. I also think 
it's important to give students something to 
work towards.

Q: Was being a teacher your dream job 
growing up and if not, what is?

A: I wanted to be a veterinarian when I was 
growing up. I even went to a special high 
school for it.  I changed my mind in my junior 
year because I got a job tutoring and realized I 
loved teaching.

                             Mrs .Vuono
By Ryan Nguyen

Q: What's your favorite part about running 
the debate club?

 A:I love watching students succeed! The 
students in Debate Club work very hard 
researching and organizing their 
arguments. They do an amazing job and I 
am always so proud of them! 

Q: Do you have hobbies? If you do, what 
are they?

A: I love to spend time with my family and 
friends. I also love my pets. All those things 
help me to relax and feel good. 

Q: Do you feel bad giving out lunch 
detentions/after school detentions?

A: I don't like giving out detentions but 
sometimes they are necessary. Part of a 
teacher's job, like a parent's, is to teach 
children that their actions have 
consequences, sometimes good and 
sometimes not.



Welcome, Mrs. Pley, 6th Grade Science Teacher
By Oncederlyne Brutus

Q: Why did you become a teacher? 

A: I became a teacher because when I was in 6th grade Mr Athey, my science teacher lit a fire under me 
to become a teacher. He was the best teacher I had ever had and I wanted to be just like him.

Q: What activities do you recommend to middle school students?

A: I think all students should try a sport in middle school. This is your introduction to school sports so give 
one a try. You just may like it.  I would also join a club, this will help you to make new friends and try 
something new.

Q: Do you have or had any pets throughout the years? If so, give information. 

A: In my classroom I have had many fish, which did not end too well for them!  In my home life we are a 
dog family and have had several. We currently have 2 dogs. We have also had several hamsters and fish 
too.

Q: What is your tactic for teaching?

A: I love hands-on science projects.   I want to get 
my students up and moving and involved on a daily 
basis.

Q: What's your favorite topic in science?

A: I have taught many different grades and 
subjects in science. My favorite is chemistry 
because I like to light things up!

Q: What's your teaching style or philosophy?

A: As a teacher I like to have fun, so my students 
have fun too.  I also expect my students to listen 
and follow directions. They are in control of their 
science destinies, so listen, be respectful and we 
will have fun!

Mrs. Pley’s Family

Q: How do you motivate your students?

A: I love to give my students incentives to learn and keep them on their toes in the classroom.

Q: Why did you choose to work at Phms?

A: I chose PHMS because it is a small school with a big personality.



Have you seen the PBIS posters 
around the school? Have you ever 
wondered what PBIS means or why we 
had a pep rally on it? Well it stands for 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports. PBIS is typically only for 
elementary and secondary (Middle and 
High) schools. Well the reason the school 
installed PBIS points is so then they can 
enforce good behavior and basically 
praise those who do good. Think of it this 
way: would you rather get rewarded for 
good or be punished for being bad. With 
PBIS it’s about preventing not punishing.

PBIS is to help schools with the 
behaviors of their students. It also 
promotes safe environments for 
earning. For decades, major universities 
from across the country have been 
researching to create PBIS.

What is PBIS?
By Jessica Moore

        The universities wanted something 
that is easy to use and can be easily 
managed by teachers. This way, this won’t 
give anyone a hard time when it comes to 
working with students.

PBIS has three tiers that are 
available to districts. Tier 1 consists of the 
following: All students involved, Culturally 
Relevant, and Academically supportive to 
schools and teachers. 75-80% of students 
actually improve because of this system. 
Tier 2 is targeted on support for struggling 
students with programs. This will help 
students with social interactions. Tier 3 is 
for immediate support for students 
struggling a ton more. This is for students 
who need more attention than tier 2 
because of ongoing troubling concerns. 



On January 2nd, 2023, Damar 
Hamlin, safety for the Buffalo Bills, went 
into cardiac arrest after collapsing in the 
middle of the Paycor Stadium. Hamlin 
went to tackle Tee Higgins, the Bengals 
wide receiver. While doing so, Higgins was 
running with the ball on a 13 yard pass 
from Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow. 
When leading with his right shoulder, he 
hit Hamlin in the chest. Hamlin stood up 
for about 3 seconds and then collapsed, 
causing Joe Mixon, the Bengals running 
back, to jump back screaming for help. 

Medics came and started CPR on 
Hamlin for nine minutes, including time 
using the automated external defibrillator. 
He was resuscitated shortly after and was 
rushed to University of Cincinnati Medical 
Center. About 66 minutes after the 
incident, the Bills vs. Bengals game was 
suspended indefinitely. Doctors have said 
that he might have suffered from 
commotio cordis which is a sudden 
arrhythmic death caused by a low or mild 
chest wall hit. 

Player 
Down

By J’Nya Pennington

According to CBS News, “Damar 
Hamlin is still in critical condition but is 
neurologically intact.” While in Cincinnati, 
he was sedated and on a ventilator for 
days and his breathing tube was removed 
the following day. 

On Monday, January 9th, he was 
transported from the Cincinnati Medical 
Center to the Buffalo Facility after doctors 
deemed his critical condition was 
improved enough to move states. On 
Tuesday, January 10th, he went through a 
complicated medical test because of a 
series of cardiac, neurological and 
vascular testing. 

Hamlin was released from the 
Buffalo Facility on January 11th and was 
making a decision about returning to the 
team’s facility. On January 16th, it was 
announced that he was discharged from 
the Buffalo Facility and was cheering for 
his team from his home since the 
collapse. He will not be playing the 
Bengals again but he does have the 
opportunity to play again next season.



Russia and Ukraine are determined, but apparently Russia suffered a major defeat in 
Southern Ukraine. Ukraine liberated one of their biggest cities, Kherson, and the loss of 
their takeover set back Russia big-time! At the same time elsewhere, in Ukraine, troops 
are fighting Russian soldiers in Donetsk; Russia hopes to advance into Bakhmut. Tough 
luck, Putin! 

In progression of their success, if you look on BBC’s  website, as most of this is sourced 
from (link is below), you can see charts of how much Ukraine has taken back and how 
much of Ukraine has been taken by Russia. The purple is the territory that Ukraine’s troops 
have taken back, and it is a lot! Russia has been driven back by the troops and back over 
the Dnipro River, which is massive and runs all the way through Ukraine and ends in 
Kherson.

But for now, let’s just hope that Ukraine pulls through and we don’t end up having to be 
involved anymore than we already are.                       

Resource <>https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60506682 

Are Ukraine and Russia Still at War?    
By R. J. C.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60506682


Student Spotlight
November

Students of the Month
Rihanna Lloyd, 8th Grade
 “Rihanna has shown significant improvement 
overall in math.  She is consistently getting all of 
her work completed.  And she is always willing to 
help other students.  Keep up the great work 
Rihanna!”-Mrs. Fricke

Bella Holmes, 7th Grade:
 “Bella is a good student and person. She 
completes her work and is happy to help others 
do the same. She is always on task and is 
responsible too. “-Mrs. Rabaca

November Staff Member of the Month

Abigail Godfrey

”I am nominating this person because, Mrs Godfrey is a really great teacher, She makes assignments 
fun and she also makes class interesting, She lets us be who we are and accepts us for who we are as 
a person, Although she may be fun she also lets us know when it's the time to joke around and when it's 
the time to be serious. Mrs Godfrey makes me feel safe because of how caring she is. She's such a 
funny,caring, and understanding teacher, That's why I'm choosing Mrs Godfrey as teacher of the 
month.”-Zolina Scirrotto

Mariah Hailstork, 6th Grade
 “Mariah is always prepared for class and 
working to her full potential. She has been very 
kind and helpful to a new student by making sure 
she can get into her locker. Mariah is a leader in 
the classroom by being respectful and polite to 
everyone around her. “-Mrs. Godfrey



Student Spotlight
December

Students of the Month
DJ Loibman, 8th Grade
“DJ is always so kind, respectful, and courteous. 
He is a caring friend who goes out of his way to 
help others. (He was injured during Cross Country 
season, but he didn't hesitate to come out to 
support his teammates). DJ always has a smile 
on his face, and is always so bright and bubbly!” 
–Nurse Mitryk

Sydney Goslee-Brown, 7th Grade
“Sydney is a leader among her peers. She is kind, 
caring and helpful. Sydney consistently makes 
good choices, and I have seen her encourage 
her classmates to do the same. She stands up 
for students when they need it, and is not afraid 
to do what is right. Academically, Sydney 
understands the importance of learning and 
works hard to achieve her goals. Keep up the 
good work Sydney!” —Mrs. Gilmore

December Staff Member of the Month

Jessica O’Toole

“It has been an absolute pleasure getting to know Mrs. O'Toole better this year.  She has stepped 
in to help with the Ram Beverage Cart without even being asked.  Her help has made a huge 
difference.  Mrs. O'Toole is a dedicated, hard-working teacher.  She has the respect of her students and 
colleagues.  Her positive attitude is so infectious.  We are lucky to have her at PHMS! “-Ms. Zane

“Mrs. O'Toole has an amazing working relationship with her coworkers and her students.  She is 
100% approachable at all times and brings a smile to the face of others simply through her contagious 
smile and bubbly personality.  Mrs. O'Toole goes out of her way and takes time out of her day to assist 
other staff members and students.  She has helped tremendously this year with the successful 
functioning of the coffee cart.  I hold in high regard her dedication to the students and staff of Pine Hill 
Middle School!”–Mrs. BIll

Mark’kia Leonard, 6th Grade
“Mark'kia always gives 100% effort when 
completing her assignments.  In addition, her 
work is always turned in on time. Mark'kia asks 
questions when she is unsure of concepts and 
even takes notes on her own when the teacher 
is teaching new concepts so that she can take 
that information home to study it.  She is 
always looking for ways to better her grades.  
She will do whatever is necessary to be the 
excellent student that she demonstrates on a 
daily basis through her hard work and 
dedication to learning.  In addition to her work 
ethic, Mark'kia is a kind and caring person to 
everyone she meets.  She will hold the door for 
classmates or give them an extra hand in the 
classroom whenever they made need it.  
Mark'kia always makes me so proud of her, 
and I am looking forward to continuing to see 
her growth for the rest of this school year. “

         —Mrs. Moyers



                             
 

Poll Results
Holiday Themes 2023

                 By Christianna McFarland

20.8% of people who completed my New Year’s Resolutions poll chose mental health 
as the focus of their resolution. Working on stress levels, controlling anger issues, and 
thinking positively about yourself, are all things that can make you feel and look 
healthy.

To begin with, working on your stress levels can make you feel happier. Working on 
your stress levels might help your breathing, mind, and most of our health. Stress can 
be challenging. Tests, grades and school are all stressful. Working on your stress 
levels can benefit you mentally and physically.can make you feel more energetic, and 
can make you feel more willing to participate in multiple things. It can make you look 
and feel healthier. Working on your stress levels can also make you feel more 
confident in yourself. If you start working on your stress levels, you will feel like you can 
do things you've never done before.Working on your stress levels can be a big benefit 
for you mentally and physically by looking and feeling better. 

In addition, anger is also a hard thing to control.  Annoyance, agitation, irritation, and 
nervousness can all lead up to anger. Working on your anger can make you patient. 
Sometimes waiting for something can annoy you and you start becoming angry. 
Anger can lead to saying things you did not want to say or hurting people that you 
don't want to hurt. Controlling anger can make you have more friends, with more 
people to surround you to make you choose better decisions. 

Finally, feeling good about yourself can help with your confidence. Confidence is a big 
part of life. It can make you feel like you can overcome anything. Feeling better about 
yourself can also make you feel more secure about your decisions, you can be able to 
speak your mind and say what you feel. Also, you will feel healthier and positive. You 
will eat and do healthier things including feeling energetic. So feel good about yourself 
and be proud of who you are.

To summarize, working on stress issues, controlling anger issues, and feeling good 
about yourself can improve your positivity,and health. Without a doubt, working on 
your mental health is important.



Sophie and Agatha are best friends who 
get chosen to protect the balance of the 
school for Good and Evil. Little do they 
know they are going to find out there is a 
lot more about story tales and magic 
than they know.

Honestly, I’ve never read this series. It 
was recommended from a friend of mine 
who does the creative writing. It looks 
interesting and I will probably read it 
soon. P.S. Please read her column. She is 
an amazing writer. Also, this is the Percy 
Jackson series.

“The Sisters Grimm,” is a series of books 
written about two fairytale detectives. 
Sabrina and Daphne go around Fairy 
Portlanding solving crimes and cases 
with their grandmother,  trickster king, 
and the big bad wolf, while confronting 
giants, ogres, and a fairy. Will they still 
have the guts to continue solving these 
adventurous yet dangerous crimes?

Book Reviews
       By Christina McFarland



     

     One of the best parts of “I Am Legend” 
is the story. Robert Neville is the main 
character in a world where zombies are 
everywhere. Robert is trying to find a 
cure to the zombies and protect this city, 
Los Angeles, with his dog, Sam. He 
tested on rats while slowly going insane. 
He finds out he is immune to zombie 
bites. Every single day he sends out a 
radio signal just in case there was 
someone left out there.  He thinks he is 
the only person left but finds out there is 
a society of people that is not affected by 
the zombies. 
     “I Am Legend” has some   of the best 
characters  made. These characters 
have emotions that you can feel and 
problems you can see. The main 
Character, Robert Neville is the only 
human on earth. He would be very 
emotional and they showcase this 
perfectly with Robert. He tries to hide his 
emotions but he can’t. His dog, Sam, is 
another amazing character. You are
probably thinking how can a dog be an 
amazing character and I will gladly tell 
you. Sam is a dog in a sad world but she 
also made a lot of turning points in the 

Film Review 
“I Am Legend”

 By Blake Marzili

movie. Sam also was Robert's only friend 
and they showed that perfectly. Every 
frame Sam is in has many mixed emotions 
and I love it. 
     There are a couple of small details I think 
go unnoticed. The movie is an hour and a 
half long, yet still displays everything 
perfectly. Another detail that is very 
important is how the mannequins in the 
movie make such a big impact on the story. 
Robert set up mannequins to act as 
humans to keep him sane. At first, it 
seemed like a joke but later on it actually 
made some really emotional  scenes 
happen. The scenes look amazing as well 
and may be better than HALF of the movies 
out today. Making this movie they made a 
second background story and you have to 
put the clues together  



Carter (Summer)
Summer is the best season for multiple 
reasons. One reason summer is better 
is because you have a long break 
which means more time playing sports 
outdoors because of the nice weather. 
Speaking of sports, one of the most 
famous sporting events worldwide, the 
Summer Olympics, happens during this 
time. Swimming and going to the beach 
are also big hits during the 
summertime. Summer also means not 
having to wear a lot of clothes because 
of the severe heat and bad weather. 
Overall, summer is the best season.

The great debate
Summer vs Winter,

Which One is Better?
                            By Carter Ford
                  and Diyari Dubois

Diyari (Winter)
Winter is the most exceptional season 
for numerous reasons. One reason is 
that there are less nuisances like bugs, 
children, and other insects. Also, it gives 
introverts like me a reason to stay 
inside. Winter is also what starts the 
most favorable sports worldwide like 
basketball, hockey, and one of the best 
sporting events, the Winter Olympics. 
Even though in summer you can wear 
less clothes because of the weather, 
some people are more insecure about 
their bodies so winter gives them an 
excuse to cover up their bodies. Also, 
lots of likable holidays are in winter like 
Christmas, New Year’s Eve, and 
Valentine’s Day. Winter is the most 
exceptional season for these reasons.



The Lost Hut
By: Liana Grant-Williams 

Creative Writing

Deep inside of the Emathist forest there was a hut, but this hut was no ordinary hut. Inside of this hut 
lived… no one. The hut had a mind of its own, but the most interesting thing was how the garden had 
flourished with all types of herbs, flowers, and vegetables. The story of this garden existing had been 
passed on from generation to generation to the point it started to be thought of as a myth. Until one day 
when a girl named Artemis decided she was going to be the one to find this hut and prove that it was real. 
All the people thought that she was just lost in her imagination, but they did not know how wrong they 
would have been.

 As soon as she was ready, she set off into the woods. There were many troubles that she faced as 
she went in  deeper. Her time there was dreadful between the cold, dark nights and the blazing, hot days 
but still nothing could stop her. As soon as she was about to give up hope, she could not believe her eyes. 
It was the hut just how she imagined it to look. She ran as fast as she could in its direction, excited to see 
what was inside. As she sprinted she wondered, ‘was the hut really magic?’, ‘is this for real?’, ‘am I 
hallucinating?’, and more importantly ‘will there be food?’

As soon as she got to the door it swung open on its own. Frightened, she backed away but just 
went on with it. As soon as she walked in it was like magic, plants fully grown and taken care of in the 
window sills and bright light shining through the windows. Overall, everything was clean and tidy as if 
someone was living there, but there was no one to be seen until… Boom. Boom. Boom. it was coming from 
upstairs. Artemis being the adventurer she is, went upstairs to explore. AHHHHHHHHHH she screamed 
and after that she was never heard of ever again. No one knows what happened to her and no one 
wanted to take the risk of finding out. THE END




